. 4 A : 
_ 
. 
ii 
if 
. 
j 


. 5" 4 

k [ng 

: . TA 
d] 2 I £ k 4 Me 
( IN 4 « 
KAY \. [ XK > 

hy F3 

Sha 


_ OY 


A 
Tt 
F1 
# 
ol 
Wl F 
PF 4 . 


Davies Mayor. 


Mlarcis m_ die Septembris,, 1677. 
_— ni Regis CaRorT 
Secun w nelie, Kc. *Viceſimo. 
Nono.” . 


"* Hs Conrt doth earneſtly deſire My. Thor 

| roÞrin his Sermon Preached' at the Guild- 
Hall Chappel, on. Sunday. Morning laſt, before. 
the Lord Mayor and. Aldermen of this. Ci ity.. 


Wagſtafle.. 
 Imprimatur.. 
T. Turner, R.P.D:. 
Sptemb. 6.. 1677. D® Epi c.. Lond. * 
j : a4 i Sucris Domeſt, 


MICROFILMED — 1978 


Er > Ce a een——co—o err ne rn nr - ——o nn ere tte 


. 4 A : 
_ 
. 
ii 
if 
. 
j 


. 5" 4 

k [ng 

: . TA 
d] 2 I £ k 4 Me 
( IN 4 « 
KAY \. [ XK > 

hy F3 

Sha 


_ OY 


A 
Tt 
F1 
# 
ol 
Wl F 
PF 4 . 


Davies Mayor. 


Mlarcis m_ die Septembris,, 1677. 
_— ni Regis CaRorT 
Secun w nelie, Kc. *Viceſimo. 
Nono.” . 


"* Hs Conrt doth earneſtly deſire My. Thor 

| roÞrin his Sermon Preached' at the Guild- 
Hall Chappel, on. Sunday. Morning laſt, before. 
the Lord Mayor and. Aldermen of this. Ci ity.. 


Wagſtafle.. 
 Imprimatur.. 
T. Turner, R.P.D:. 
Sptemb. 6.. 1677. D® Epi c.. Lond. * 
j : a4 i Sucris Domeſt, 


MICROFILMED — 1978 


Er > Ce a een——co—o err ne rn nr - ——o nn ere tte 


Preached bells. 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


THE 


Lord Mayor, 


AND 

[ALDERMEN of Lonoon, 
A T | 

GUILD-HALL CHAPPEL. 


EE y, 


By George Thy, B B. D. Fellow of Gonvil and | 


Caius Colleds i in Cambridg, and Rector of © 
| St. Aantholins, and St. Jobr Baptiſts, London. 


— 


— —— 


LONDON: 


Printed by Andrew Clark, for Walter Kereilby, at 
the Biſhops Headin St. Paul $ Charct-Tard, I677. 


— 


— 


 Fothe Right Honorable 


Sir THOMAS DAVTES, 
Lord Mayor 


| Of the City of 


| And the Court of- 
ALDERMEN 


Right Honorable, 
LEE Ft jou were pleaſed to 
Wee /2. car with fo favourable ap-. 
YAW/a 7 0bation, 4s to enjoyn this, 
MABDAS [ether PablicatioC for ſo 
a<__ I haye learnd to interpret 
the condeſcending deſwes of my Supertors) 
{: here hunbly preſent to your like favour- 
"2 P A T able- 


x 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
able Patronage. T dare omiſe nothing 
for my per ag ; but bh (I think 
prefume jo. much upon the fo A as to 
judg him fallen out with hinifelf, as all 
the World befide, who 1 not willing to 
make his frequent appeals thereto. If the 
Countenance of your Authority, to its own 
inward Evidence, recommend it more to 
_ the Serious Meduations. and diligent Ob- 
ſervance of all, eſpecially of this gh and 
Honorable Gty * now nothing may con- 
tribute farther, u er the Divine Bleſ. 
fog, toits moſt ling Re enown, and the 
increaſe of its Felicity to-all Generations. 
-F hich 6 is the. Heap, Trae of 


Your Lordſhips £ 
01 EY ) moſt" Humble ' 
oy JG IJ Wi. G\ 


= and Gin S_—_ | 
| : "God. Thorp. 


mY : Fly, #; ET 7 
% $ ws . 
% &" 
os - 
» 
£ * 


Marth. Vit. I2. E: 


Therefore all. things, whatſoever ye would 
that © men ſhould - do- to" you, do ye 
even. ſo to them; for this is the Law 
and the ys Phe. 


SS among all the Civiliz 1 part 
\> 26 of Mankind, no. Honors, 
XLS and Commendations have 
ga © been judg'd great enough tO, 
beſtow. upon- V.rtue in ge- 
=” neral; ſo no task has been 
found more difficult and. erplext ;. than 
to. deduce. it., readily., and CE ely : into, all the 
Giggle Offices of Humane Life.. 

Not to. inſiſt at preſent an oh pads 
ate bounden expreſſions of Piety, towards 
Ged; about which. men-always have been, 
and needs, mult. be, arzhe greateſt loſs, where 
his. own exprels declarations. conduct . them 
not, from the infinite diſtance of the objed : 


In che more COMMON, and obyious inftances of 
: Juſtice 


(z)-- 


Juſtice, and Benignity one towards another, 
whichmoſt acknowledg in the groſs reaſona- 
ble, .and Rr 1 , yet few are thought 
ſo happy, or ſo aithful, as to follow them 
by ſtraight, and uninterrupted lines in their 
ſeveral dednions., and to accommodate 
them aright to all the emergent caſes inci- 
dent to our converſe one with another. 

_ Akﬀertherclief, and dire&ions lent us from 
Laws Divine, or Humane, the cleareſt Re- 
velations of God, the moſt ſtudied, and em- 
proy'd Reaſonings of the wileſt of men ſpent 
therein, whether through ignorance, or pre- 
judice, ftubbornneſs, or malice, ſcarce any pre- 
cept hath been found fo plain, any conviction 
{o unexceptionable, which ' ſome men will 
not evade, or elude, firſt make intricate, 
and then fruſtrate, diſpute rhemſelves into 
a loſs-about ic, and then conclude with al- 
moſt a full exemption from it, and chat in 
purſuit of every fancied (however lawleſs) 
intereſt, or groundleſs humor. 

Farther, The circumſtances of our ations 
are open td fuch almoſt infinite —_— and 
accordingly the reafons,and meaſures of Com- 
 mands, and our Obligations altering , It will 

be found a matter of ſomc' intricacy to = 
pod mo 


. 


C397 
moſt upright and wary, without danger or 
miſtake, - duly and haſtily to. apply all ge- 
neral injunctions to. each angle act. -., Where- 


fore after the largeſt proviſions of particular 


Precepts of all . ſorts, ſome general Rules 
we have given to dire& us , .where others 
may-come ſhort, or we ſeem ata loſs about 
them. Among which, none more full and 
comprehenſive than this of my Text,” which 
hath gaind it the moſt univerſal. admiration - 
and applauſe; even from thoſe that obſerve, 
or- thoſe that obſerye it not.; from the: Ene- 
mies, as Friends to our ſacred profeſlion. 


So that Alexander Severus the Roman Emperor, Zlius La 
is reported to have Engrav'd it on the Walls Pridivs. p... 


of his Palace, and other Publick Buildings, 
as it were a ſtanding Law 'of his Empire, 
and the beſt ſquare of his own,  andothers pro- 
ceedings in the Adminiftration thereof. - As 
our Lord in my "Text declares it to have been 
of - God himſelf under the Old Teſtament. 
He no leſs Eftabliſhing it for furure Gene. 
rations under the New. .. ve 
, In Treating, of which. I ſhall, Firſt, in- 
quire into the PEOger extent of this Rule, . ro 
vindicate it from ſome-falſe applications, and 
aſſign it, asnearas I can, its true bounce 

| 2. The 


G3 - 


2. The apparetit Reaſonableneſs : Juſtice, 


and Eau thereof. +8 

3. The plain eaſineſs, and fuitableneſs of 
it to preſent uſe. 
- 4- The Divine Authority , and SanQion 
of it from the laſt words. ran 
 Inorder to the former I obſerve, - Firſt, This 
does not make other mens dealings with us, 
the Rule of our dealing with them. 

It is not whatſoever men do to you, bur, 
Whatſoever ye would they ſhould do to you, &Cc. 


Which otherwiſe _ open a gap to all in. 


juſtice, fraud or violence. It muſt not paſs 
for a Maxim here, whatever ir do in mens 
Practice, Falkre faflentem non eſt frans, Mcn 
are very aptto think it a warrantable excuſe, 
in the Geek of their Aftions, if they can but 
with any pretence ſay, I do but ro him as 
he did to me, and give him, as they call it 
(I know not by what Fignre) as good as he 
broughe. So injuries, as we 

are multiplied, and bandicd from one to a- 
nother, and contrary to all other violent mo- 


trons, 'loſe nothing, but gain ſtill more and 


more in their rebound. Another mans in- 
juſtice or cruelty doth not warrant, or al- 
ter the nature of mine, and though he be- 


oO 
®, 
Pr 


| as animoſitics, 


gan 
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(5) 
gan fiſt, yer no Reaſon or Precepe will 
juſtifie my following him. therein, which the 
more I complain of,  the' greater : diſtance I 
ought to keep from it; and if in ſome in- 
Nances itbe no more than what may be jult 
for him to ſuffer, yer in all, 'it's more chan 
I have power to inflict; not to mention how 


partial Judges, and Executioners men would 


in their own Cauſes, while the julteſt 
puniſhment, where it goes no farther, is noc 
commirred to eyery ones management ;. an 
ivate Revenge, in all Societies eſpecially, 
ds convicted by the Laws of God, Na- 
ture, and Compact; and can haye no ſhelter 
from this. If in any caſe of extreme violence, 
I may, Yin vi repellere, rather Kill chan be 
Killed, whea openly Afſaulted, againſt the 
common rights of Human Secicty, by Thieyes 
and Muxderers ; It is not {@ much their de- 
ſert as my neceſlity, that mult bear me out, 
wherein all Reaſon, and all Laws of God 
and Man judg it more equal, that the guilty 
ſhould ſuffer, rather thanthe janocent, ' where 
one muſt preſendly, and-in-fuch an unayoid; 
able exigence, may have affixe ſorawhat of 
2.Publick Character on the laſt for his moſt 
nexeffary 'defence.. - But wo" rhis: may. be 
TTY oe 4 


other- 


. = 
otherwiſe ſecured, I muſt make my recourſe, 
and yield up my cauſe to the common'guard, 
and moſt impartial determination of the Com- 
munity,and of Him above all that judgesthere- 
in, who hath ſaid Vengeance # mine : So [ſhould 
be willing to 'have done unto me, and- if this 
ſeem to leayemeunder diſadvantage with thoſe 
who willnot yet dealſo with-me as it juſtifies 
them not in the leaſt, fo will it more ſeverely 
condemn them for it hereafter, ' and in the 
mean time this reſtraint however uneaſie, ma 
be lookt en as part of that Self denial,and taking 
4p the Croſs, neceſſary not only to follow our 
Lord, but to ods peace and welfare of 
Humane Society. ' - TT 

2. Our own will and deſire for othet mens 
dealings with us, taken in the groſs may be ofc 
 anunwarrantable,and at other timesanincom- 
petent Guide to ours with them. As if through 
any Diſtemper of body, or mind, prejudice, 
or milapprehenſion, I wiſh for any thing that 
1s really hurtful ro my felf, 'I may not hence 
juſtly force it upon another. In oppoſition to 
T.4.De Ser- which the Ancient Latin: Copys; | as'St. Auzuſtin 
mane Porn obſerves, read it quacunque- bona, 8&c. Bur 
p.1168, becauſe it will be yer controverted, what theſe 
good things are, and how todiſtinguifh _ 


(5) 
and- beſides the caſe of i thoſe who are un- 
capable of Judging of :any Law; and for 
wh m-ano er reſtraint is provided; beſide 
the cafe of Inferiors, and: Superiors,. as fuch, 
which admits differenc conſiderations, that I 
ſhall meer with in my next ; "The miſapplica- 
rions of . this Rule-iin- which; our own'inclina- 
tions may be apteſt,. w—_—_ on us, I teduce 
chiefly under this partici 


ar to two inſtances. 
Idanot asL would bedone unto, if I urge that 
upon. another. which he thinks hurtful, chough 
Ldonot ; becauſe I do not put my. ſelf inhis 
circumſtances, intirely, and ſo not:'to-him, 
what I would expect from another, were I in 
his place, as this-ſuppoſes. - + 7G 
. | Again, :When the ground of my deſire; or 
expectation is ſome other by-confiderarion, 
and not the equity 'of the: Caſe. it ſelf. : As 
when-Famwilling any ſhould do:ſomwhar to 
me, that I may have the: advantage of doing 
the like to him';,- which in effect proves not the 
ſame. If I think my ſelf ftronger than ano- 
ther, -and ſo-ſhould:deſine hes mightitake from 
me; what he: could; -:that I' might have the 
ſame liberty rowards.him, or athers; here 
I do not really, what . I would be willing 
to. ſuffer, and:yerwherethis may be w——_— 
ANI rene: 


(8) 

the ſame, it varies much in the different con- 
dition of perſons and other circumſtances, to 
many; to reckon up. | Inall which, ao rn the 
pre #7.Ong Ido not truly,. and fully p my 
{elf in his place, and ficad. In tion © 
them, the order of the words is exattly' to be 
obſerved the firſt part to be conlidered by i 
{lf abſolutely, and nor to fallow any ſiſter re- 
ſped to the laſt , thav is, abſtracted from 
other aims and deſigns : Whaceyer 1 ſhould 
CEE 
tome mthe $| ind m 
_ felf to, towards another, arleaft when in = 
power. Burt noc to invert the order of the 
words ; Do what you will ro amy one, _ | 
be willi they ſhould do icto you : 
we _—_ _ HO blinded. with 

udice and partiality, we begin with 
This, ———— to this; U5 appones by 


200 wokul experienc | 
Samay aealeadbhy Gag ole this Rule 
3 P i {8 
las Aaconveni- 


noc fomach for 2 complear.$ 
ent relief, Inge hrnaſin Supply to-all-<6- 
hors, wherein ferns to be the beſt, and ſafeſt, 
and«conftancuiſe of 5 it. "where we- arexto ek 
for ay" other, or wholly: _ daſs abaur'its in. 


TETPTIC- 


(9) 
terpretation, there this may extricate us out of 
agreat many doubrs. ' For though I ſuppoſe 
moſt of the Precepts, which concera our con- 
verſe with each other, may be fairly deduced 
from this (of which more in the Cloſe, ) yet 
if any do not preſently appear ſo, they do not 
thence loſe their Obligation, neither are we 
free ro every Aftion ,' which our judgment 
may make reconcileable herewith. For the 
Authority of God, which binds antecedencly 
co this, orany other Law, - may lay many en- 
gagements of Duty upon me towards other 
men, which I may be apt to think I ſhould. 
not require from any, nay be unwilling to 
_ receive. Again T may have formwhiat impos'd. 
upon me by: my Lawful Superiors, which I 
may be inclin'd to judg, I ſhonld_ not injoin: 

on them. In which the Caſe is nor lefe to. 
_ evendebare, or my judgment ro-be determi. 
ned by the reaſon of the thing alone;''as it- 
ſeems in the Text, In which alſo mankind: 
are known.naturally partial, and I may be ſup- 

oled alſo more eaſt 7 miſtaken than they,who- 

dupon much higher ground, and haye a 

fuller and larger Proſpect of all about them, . 
however the neceſſary Rights of juſt Authoriry 
to-guard, and adyance the true Honor and. 
EO Service. 


(10) 
Service of God,and his Religion, with the Pub-! 
lick Peace,, weigh -much.more.(that I ſay noc: 
oblige much farther); than any private judgs 
ment, or intereſt-: and; wherein nothing ab-- 
ſolutely unlawtul. is enjoined, he that hasthe 
Commanding, Pewer clears himſelf fully of 
this Rule, if ,- after; all. others, he do as he 
would be done unto, others.cannot- without: 
that Reverence, and Obedience, which in like 
circumſtances they would expect from all, 
though they now obſtinately deny it,. How-" 
ever the wills and inclinations of 'men in their: 
own concerns, as well as others, are:oft-fickle, 
and. various,. received upon very lincertain 
grounds, and governed: by very-mnaccount- 
ble prejudices, and! it feems no way:conve-: 
nient,. that the ſtrength of all Laws Divine, 
as. Humane ſhould ſtand, or fall with ſuch 
weak and.-tottering ſupports,: and be ſo: long 
precarious, till they-have ſtogditheir tryal,'and. 
received their doom from ſo frequent a parti- 
al, buralways an inferior Judg.- This Rule 
may. ſuperadd a-farthes Qbligation,. but was: 
never defignedi to; exclude, i or excuſe-us:;from: 

' any former; where others fail-this rhay ſu ply 
the place of a particular,injunction, As + | 
gage us ro ſomawhax beyond 'what:weichought: 
A our 


(19) 
ourſelves bound to-before, not diſcharge usof 
ary ocher Duty, ſeving we'can hardly imagine 
any geod 'beyond what we wiſh to oiirſelyes, 
and-are.hereby ſo far engaged to others. - 

_ 4- Some haye thought this rather a Rule of 
Juſtice, than . Charity. : -Indeed 'one of the 
Oriencal Tranſlations renders it quicquid aquum 
ducitis, The ground of their limitation is; {that 
I may lawfully defire, or be willing another 
thould give me all /he can withour'prejudice 
to himſelf ; But am not hereby bonnd > d 
to every other man,. nay cannot. YetTIam 
not willing ſo to reſtrain it, ſeeing the uſe, 


and deſign of it ſeems to: reach Acts of Cha- 


rity,as common. Juſtice,it may be to join them 
in one. So the way of our Saviours introdu- 
cing, and conneCting it to the former Verſe, 
may more clear under the laſt particular. In 
the mean time, for the mentioned inſtance,” T 
may be willing to receive, what 1do not think 
another bound te-give. So Whatſoever ye would 
in my Text, is, whatever ye think or judg 
reaſonable, and equitable to expect from o- 
thers, or-that they are any way obliged to be- 
ſtow ; that recipracally binds, and that in 
Juſtice too. But in Acts of Liberalicy, Iought 
even in my defires to. leave” another; as free, 
as I would be my {clf, to lay them out v_ 

E | C the 


todoſo 


FOOLS (1z2J 
the beſt Prudence: may direQ. him. : Chari. 
ry isa large,: and Sifu lifye Principle, notto. be 
cied up t@ one; Method, or confined always to 
the ſame meaſures ; ſeeketb nat her own, much 
mare. with common [Juſtice reſtrains our co- 
. veting what. is ocher mens. He that defires 
always. te be. forgiven, and to be ever re- 
celving, had need be as free in giving to, or 
forgiving others; or elſe he will not only fall 
ſhoxr of the Mercy, he: asks, bur fall under 
the Riroke of that Juſtice; che violates... So I 
think I may determine, I ought to beſtow that 
- upon another, Which interchangeably in che 
hecale, L ſhould think :it reaſonable for me 
to hope, and expect from him, ; or elſe my de- 
fires, or actions will be obnoxious. to- more 
uile, than erdinary. partiality.. So far of the 
0 lication in General , which.it would: be 
wi to; purſae | into | extreme. niceties, 
more apt to perplex, and confound, then ex- 
plain the P recept ta Our readier obſervance. 
. Yet more particularly by..way of Para- 
phraſe. No man. is willing ro be defrauded, 
or injured; to be impoſe on- by falſhood, 
or treachery, None is deſirous to be reviled, 
or deſpiſed : every man. is ſuppoſed to wiſh. 
well unto: himſelf; to have his perſon, and 
_ all tha apperzains to him ſafe from outward 


violence, 


ry yn 


013) 
Violence, or ſecret frand; an evil eye, or as 
| bada Ton , tohave his Acions interpreted 
inthe'm Gatrable ſence; they are capa- 
ble: all his good things advanc't; his evil as 
much as may be diminiſh't: In all inſtances 
go and do likewiſc.(Nemo cum ignorantia tenethr, 
non cupit doceri ; quum labitar, amanter ac ſecretd 
moneri, potius quam tradars; nemo quuin eget,” non 
= ok. 1bi ſubveniri: Nemo velit obtreBtari hy 
Nemo fraudari, &c. Eraſmus par.) 
art inthe ſecond place to pan rae a 
parent reaſonablenels, juſtice, andequiry of the 
Rule, which has all the ATW poſlible tore- 
commend it to the Univerſal approbation of 
mankind. Indeed itlies (o near the firſt Princi- 
_ ples, and Originals of all: righe'Reafon; and 
Equity;thatnt ſeems hard to derive ir from an ary 
more clear, and ſelf-evident,and (s far diffic 
to prove, as tofind any other propoſition, that 
leſs needs proving: 'and: yerlome fſach imme- 
diate ones; . WE chult- have recourſe fo, rele 
all diſcourſe muſt be fruitleſs, wecan have no 
foundation whereon:to begin, oriend to ſtop at. 
Ic hath oft fared the worſe wich very-imiporcant 
Truths, for: lying near: the Fountain head of 
all, while through Pride, ObRtinacy, or vain 
Curioſity, fome men' will hardly receive the 
prime. verities of Nature, 'as well as Reli- 
wn OS | gion 


1+) 
gion, wichour requiring 2 previous proof; 
which all men are not-alike happy in- mana- 
ging, nor bindthemſelves to the fame Methods 
therein : Neither are under the ſame appre- 
kenſfions of Principles, and their conſequen- 
ces ; of which others; (though moſt unrea- 
ſonably) have taken ſuchadvantage,. as more 
to. diſtruſt ,- or .cantemmn:.that.-proved, which 
barely propounded ,. they couldnot but Re. 
verence. The propoſition inmy Text, ſeems 
as liable to run: this: hazard (if it have not al- 
ready ſuffered thereby): as molt others ;- which 
therefore:[ rather premiſe, | that it may under- 
g0no prejudice by-my. ſhort offers, which I 
reduce to' a ſmall compaſs: and in which 
every: ones Own: Meditations: may. add what. 
poſiibly.to-him miay- ſeem more.convinctnag: - 
Now with reſpect to: thoſe who (if any) 
are moſt like to objet-againſt ir, I may begin 
by- con{flering- how; reconcileable it 15-with 
«17g deareſt (if notbnly) Principle of 
elf-Love ſyppoſed_therein, .and truely con- 


firmed thereby : thani which-nothing with 
{uch'may; fooner-concludeic-reafonable. For: 
becaule it?s raken for granted, that aswe do, fo 
we ought to wiſh well nnto: ourſelves, and 
can- hardly knowingly do: otherwiſe,” there.” 
fore it's made the faireſt Rule, - but mars 

- EE only. 


only or beſt ground of our dealing fo with 
others. Wherefore they who moſt contradict 
the purport of it towards themyare as rigid,and- 
baſty as any,in exacting it towards themſelves. 
When. we are bid to love our Neighbour as our- 
ſelves, ir's implied as we-do, ſo we muſt and 
cannot but love ourſelves : Whereto infinite 
a__ are: made in:all my of Religion, 
and were it not preſuppoſed inviolably ſtrong, 
and univerſal, the Bands of Humane Society, 
and Commerce, as Converſe would be much 
looſened, which are now more. ſtraightned- 
by this Precept: We are hereby more than 
warranted. 'to will. what is good to our. 
ſelves, while - our daing it to others is ruled. 
thereby ; which (as all commands rightly: 
conſidered) is fo. far. from claſhing with true 
Selt-Love, thatit proves its ſafeſt guard. We 
do not what we ought by this Rule to others, if 
we wiſh not whatis really beſt to ourſelves. 
Bur.if this reach not the evidence of an intire 
proof, it may- remove a cenfiderable {<x.9 
_ dice out of its way, which not done, ſcarce! 
. any other would be admitted: 

2, Toproceed gradually in matters where. 
in there is no neceſſary competition between 
my.own, and my Neighbours concerns, - that” 
is, where mens intereſts do not really. interfere, 

COW, Or 
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or what I doto another takes nothing properly . 
from my (elf, which yetoft happens, vas 
thing can carry more -unexceptionable Evi- 
dence,thanthe Precept before us.As for inſtance 
to give good words, \rather- than bad; *can- 
did, and benign, rather than peeviſh, and fret- 
ful ; tobe more forward to comfort, than to 
vex ; to heal, than to wound, to lift up, -rather 
than tobeatdown, to conceal, rather than to- 
expoſe anothers *1mperfe&tions; to defend, 
ſooner than to accuſe, yea+-in many Offices of 
Beneficence, wherein I may relieve anothers 
neceſlity, or much promote .us convenience, 
by that which I cannot keep, or if I do, itmuſt 
be uſeleſs, or ſo inſignificant, - that-I ſhall be | 
aſhamed ro own it. _ 6 

In theſe and ſuch like inſtances, what can 
carry greater conviction, than that the -one 
part is more excellent, and eligible than the 
oppoſite, and.yet almoſt as ſoon, and eaſily 
done? For I appeal to the moſt ſtupid, and 
Prejudic'd, is it not better to ſave Life, than to 
deſtroy it2to bean inſtrument of anothers hap. 
pineſs, than miſery ? to love,than.to hate ? exe. 
that is, to do good, than to doevil? If therebe 
no difference in things at all, but only in our 
Opinions : if, abſtracted from other confide- 
| rations, one includes as much perfeQion =_ 

| | other 
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C17) 
ether (for what dare. nor ſome: men aſſert? ) 
Why in our own. behalf are we. fo conſtantly 
determined in our:choice. to the one-2 ſo fear= 
ful of, and ready to fly from the other ? need- 
ing neither force of Argument, or length of 
Medication to ſecure our preference... An im- 
mediate Conviction, that they are as oppo- 
fice in their own Natural tendency as our 
thoughts ; and that we.can as ſoon ceaſe to de-- 
ſire what is good, as ſuch, as not think itto be. 
placed in thoſe things, which this Rule directs 
us in toall. Now if what I wiſhtomy ſelf, 


. or would have others do tome be better than 


the oppolite(or elſe. why do chooſe it?) then 
by the ſame-reaſon it is better to all, and ar 
leaſt when my own prejudice, or intereſt 
comes not between, I have no pretence of ob- 
jection that involves not a contradiftion ; and 
accuſe my felt of the breach: of all the Laws 
of Conſcience, Reaſon, and Equity, if I do 
not what I cannot but judg, and do lo every 
day, really beſt, and moſt eligible. . 

. 3. In other Cafes where my _ ——_ 
may ſeem to. reſtrain thoſe benefits, whic 
otherwiſe I could wiſh to my elf, yet is it 
moſt reaſonable, and equal, that the conve- | 
niencies of Humane Life ſhould be diſtribured 
by fuch meaſures, while no axiom pon 

athe- 
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"Mathematical- demonſtratidn Is / built :carÞ 
plead clearer evidence: than . the Foundari- 
on of this. If there' it muſt be' received 
as undeniably and -immutably. true. S; 
eequalia equalibus addas, tota ſunt equalia. Si ab 


equalibus equalia demas, que remanent erunt 4qua- 


lia. The fame is this, at leaſt on the one fide, 


changing but things into. perſons, paria paribus 


conveniunt : like. things qgree to like perſons. So 


that whatever is fit for, or. due tome, muſt 


be by the ſame reaſon for,and toanother inthe 


ſame circumſtances. All men.naturally, - as 


ſuch, are equal, ſtand upon even-terms, - and 
level DR - andif Society, Compact, and 
the conſequences thereof have made any dif. 
ference.in. the conditivus:- of iucn, that alters 
not theCaſe here; becauſe the preſent Pre- 
cept puts, or ſuppoſes us intirely in the ſame 
ſtate, or capacity, ere it determine, or equa- 
lize our mutual dues, . and obligations. 

So that as ſure as there is any ſuch thing 
as right or wrong, reaſonable, or unreaſona- 
ble, equal, or unequal, and thoſe muſt be 
as certain, and evident as any other Relati. 
on whatever; of agreeable, or diſagreea- 
ble; beneficial, or frank ; true, or falſe: 
ſtraight, or crooked, &c. which all Self: 


Love muſt derive from. the ſuppoſed dif- 


ference 
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ference of, and ſubſiſt by : So unavvida- 
aly. muſt the better part be involyed in this 

chrefBiatie..... 1 5c 9 5 it; ant ont 
;, Bur that:I 'may begin, and end with.lame 
perſons here (who too oft before make violent 
attempts upon thoſe fixt boundaries, and ſo 
are like to be little moved by ſuch Topicks) 
L add in the Fourth and Laſt place,in their own 
way of reaſoning, There is no other poſlible 
Foundation of Society, and ſoof Peace, and 
Self-preſervation involved therein, than the 
ſuppoſed obſervance of this Law. For if you 
love your ſelf, ſo does every one belide, 
and may do as much, and therefore can never 
be ſuppoſed to agree inany thing, which pro- _ 
yides not equally for his concerns as yours, and - + 
puts him not in a like capacity 0 enjoying 

what he deſires. I appeal to the moſt par- 

tial, whether all perſons are like to meetin 
what only takes care for one, or whether any 
other Rule, or miſapplication of this, give {o 
large as well as fo equal, a proviſion for more, 
yea for all; ſothat it has not only as much of 
abſtracted reaſon, but of private intereſt, and 
ſafery, as it's poſſible for any general one to. 
have; wherein alone the concerns of the com- 
munity are moſt nearly united : and does nor 
quly follow that order in which God, and, Na-, 
RL | 
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(21) 
out into. nice and ſubtle diſputes :” and fall 
ſhort of their aim by. not reaching the greaten - 
part of chem, whom they delignedto direct : 
who-cither have nor leilure {ufficien to attend, 
or capacitics to underitand them, or ready 
ſagacity to apply them in opportunities of 
Action, In contradiftinction- tor which; and 
ſuch like inconveniencies, here is a Law al- 
ways at hand, which every man carries about 
in his own breaft, legible to himuthat knows 
no, Letters, - open and obvious to! the moſt 
rude and. ignorant, which the worlt memory 
cannot forget, the ſuddeneſt {urprize prevenc, 
nor the moſt wilful blindneſs conceal : to come 
at which, we are not-forced to fearch Ancient 
Records, or dark Repoſitories; to revolve and 
ruminate upon old dark ſentences, or new ft- 
ner glolles; not to rove abour the world to 
examine the. various Cuſtoms and Contiruti- 
ons of Countries; not to ſoar as high, as Hea- 
ven, or diveas low, as Hell, in. queſt of our 
Duty ; after all other pains return inro your 
felt; and-look-into your own heart, where:youw 
may oft find;it. ſooner, andreadit clearer than 
any where beſide. 'The Gentiles, ſays St. Paul, 
Rom: ii. 14415. ;Having not the Law, do by na- 
ture the thiggs| contained- ii the; Law, theſe huvine, 
not the Law; art'a-haw- unto themſelves; and as 
; -- | the 
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_ C22) 
the work of- the Law written m their hearts, their 
Conſcience in-the meantime accuſing, or excuſing ont 
another. Where can we diſcern more. lively 
Charadters, and a fairer Tranſcript of this non 
ſeripte (ed nate legis, as the Orator ftiles it, 
than in this Maxim ? ' whence St. Chry/oftom on 
my Texr, o Ivy SnAgv an #7" ©va1y nÞky Zpgn, @ oncg-Fr 
mT, 0:;1mm%, amv Ts 10s, CC. = 

Of which what farther evidence can be ex- 
pected than. the. experience. of the even In- 
fant Age, where the knowledg of other Laws 
never yet came, . amidlt the little tranfattions 
of which, how oft do we hear ſuch like com: 
plaints and expoſtulations. with -each other 
when aggrieved ? This I would,or this I would 
not have done to you, implying their native 
ſence of alike obligation on the other. 

- . Again, this will readily deſcend: to each ſin- 
gle Caſe, and may be eaſily. accommodated 
to every emergence thereof, which other Pre- 
cepts muſt infinitely, and endleſly multiply in 
their attempts towards :- However involved 
wich difficulties, or full of various windings 
and turnings, this queſtion is {oon- ask*d, and: 
almoſt as foon anſwer'd, What we ſhould de- 
lire, andexpect tobe done-unto us (rebus fic 
ftantibxs), thatif.not always abſolutely, yet is 
mol} likely to be our preſent Dury. to ethers; 


it. 
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detract from-ir. © - 
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if not what we are ſtritly- bound-tog-yet is 
uſually what is moſt fafe - and/innocent ;-it-no 
other command bind'iit upon us, yet our own' 
choice generally does, and convicts ts of guilt 
in the Breach. | 

.- This proves the moſt faithful, and'impar- 


. tial Monitor, a voice ſtill founding in our 


Ears, flee we never ſo faſt fronrit, 'T bis is the 
way, walk in it, Every man may ſoon, and: 
is very ready. to- put himſelf in his Neigh- 
bours circumſtances, and is'as quick ifideter- 
mining what -he world havye''done wo him}, 
you need not doubt his choice,or that he ſhould 
take up ſhort of-his due; leſs we cannot a- 
ſcribe, more we may addto him,” 
And becauſe we are fo ſagactous'in finding, 
and improving every hint, that makes for our 
own intereſt, therefore- we are-here moſt ad- 
yantagiouſly direfted to put our ſelves into his 
Caſe ; which, if any thing, islike togive usthe 
Hireſt, and-fulleſb proſpect of his due, and the 
moſt-pathetick morive- not in the leaſt to. 
Neither lies there any-exception'againft fo 
ſuitable a Precept, according to which wwe are 
made. our own Judges, - and our own Law- 
oivers;' our own:Acculers, ?or our own Com- 
purgators can you'defiremore kind; aitd iri- 
147+ |  dulgent, 


| (24 ) 
dulgent, ones ? Can, you complain of thar But: 
den,which you.impoſe on your {elE;! and think 
that a grievance, . withwhich your-own hap- 


= 


pincls is ſo twiſted 2: Muſt your will be a Law 


ro others, and ought it not to be ſ{@hiſt to your 
ſelf ?.. What you thave already: judged beſt, 
when to.be:dqne to: you,; j$ it quite contralry, 
when tobe done by you, and thecaſe in no+ 
thing elſe alrered 2? . So that whatever lulpition, 
or prejudice may lie againſt any 'gther, none 
ſure canagainſt our: qua voice,ahd determina: 
tion, which chis only tiesusup to. - Wherefore 
no Precept can be conceiv'd preſt with fewer 
incumbrances, darkned, with, leſs intricacy, 
open to larger ule, readiex- te preſent applica- 
tion; .more, obyious to all apprehenfions, ' fic- 
ter to ſupply all other detedts and lofles, and 
more lately to interpret moſt other injunctions, 
than this of. my, Text.. .Suuma-duniium que dos 
cetilex, & Prophete, .quos ſi aut non Vacat, aut 
per inſcitiam non poteſt evolvere, babet donu re- 
gulam, &Cc. as Eraſmus in his Paraphraſle. 
Which brings me to the Fourth: and aſt par. 
ticular, and part of my Text, the: /Nivine Au- 
thority, and Sanction of this Rule expreſt in 
the laſt words, This 4s the Law and the Prophets. 
. I have hitherto,conſidered ic as thegictare ob 
uncorrupt Nature,..and- unhyaft Reaſon by its 
ts own 
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owir innate light, and {o have purpoſely. omir- 
wd other: confirmation thereof; - .Bur if any 
thing: ſeem ſtill wanting to- compleat the far- 
thereſtabl{hmencof ww. Law,andto raiſes 
more Religious. Veneration ro its Obſervance, 
tharis abundantly. ſupplied by-this laſt clauſe : 
this 1s not only to & agreeably. to tize moſt: 
improved Reaſon; bur -altd'Divine Revela- 
tion; not meerly:to follow the Laws of Na- 
ure, but: of - God ovyer' and, above ;- being 
Rrengrhenedbythis his.double $gnQion, whixcts 
erwofold Cord ftire not eafily: broken”; twks 
own intrinhck-lovelineſs; it hath allthe poficve 
enforcements, | and: authority of an- inwrftedi® 
are Heavenly-mjurtion, Thi is thriLowp 866051 
ln whichwords borBavidit ſcorivripgbins 
chet yet. . dt inet vahy: a angle? Conitnant;" 
hewever folemnly Enadteditc che Kakny':tans 
frmed, and renewed by tw-Jacterdihny Pas = 
phets, bacas.wwere:the (un, Aiditetapaidla. 
tion.of rhe: whole : Az it dibrotecheezoduc'D 
into one ſhort Epitome, and; Brevinen tannins 
through 6very]Prmcepy, [ahd .abHoftiX oft re- 
peared, as there arc any Inſtructions W@nrerr;190) 
that: go throng: the ithoie(© $oripthes;o bt: leaſt 
_ that part of it which conceris:onr-depurt— 
ment rawards: teach cheer 3; voſanetbeydr: you. 
picch,- on whhddeveryourhy, iyou xanmen birt? 


meet. 


(26) 
meet. the true purport, .and-:defign.of . this; 
though not. inthe ſame terms; yert.in ſence, Se 
that it 'all the Oftices, and fngle Duties of :Hu- 
mane: Life {catteted:4n-the;Saordd Volumes, 
may-be included inone common direction, it 
can hardly be done in fewer words, and more 

rehenfive ofall, thanthis. © 2: - 

; Aloit's notonly the Ling add chi Prophets, 
but the Goſpel roo, . where our Lord moſt ex- 
prefly enjoins it, here, and in. St. Luke vi. 31. 
and-Jome ; Copys: ;added- it to-the Apoſtolick 
Cannons, :;A4fs xv. 294 :His:Precepts allo are 
more nearly; ſuiteds andaccommodated there- 
to;,. where: there ſeems any difference, being 
more-covyenly, and by : conſequience delt- 
verrd of old: | Wherefore ſome Copys Read 
itin my-Text..&ws}or #, ſo, ;or to this effect 

are. the Law, arid Prophers ; others, as We, 
SS Thisis the Law, DEC TED? 

:Herg-J-ſhall, (®): mark cnifores general 
Pow: ghar of. cith !Teftamene; which ſeem 
of: che ſame. import with this. 

22+: The Univedal extent. aſcribed to ſuch 
' Cammands: 0 Tout?) I yas 218 97: | 
i 34 How. far involyed in! other more parti. 
cular and remote, ----, 

:i4+ The relation it minis, ito, and the 
influence. it bath LPAr even : be;Duties of wh 
399771 Fir 
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Firſt Table, which we owe moſt immiediately 
£0 God himſelf, to give it ſo great a Character, 
as in the cloſe of my Text. | BY 
In erder tothe firſt may be obſerved indeed, 
that it is no where in expreſs terms in the Old 
Teſtament, or the Canonical Books; that 
which comes neareſt; is in the Apocryphal, 
Tobit v. 15, Do that to-no- man which thou bateſt 
wherethe negative part of it, is ſomwhat the | 
ſame. Bur the poſitive ſence is in many places, 
as Levit. xix. 18, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
thy ſelf, oft referred to in the New Teſtament. 
Now no conſequence can be more direct and 
natural, than that if we love him as our ſelves, 
weſhall dotohim what we would have done 
to ourſelves, that only in the ſtriftneſs of the 
Letter, determining the inward Principle, 
and Diſpoſition of the mind , this the outward 
ſuitable Expreſſion thereof, and Action. To 
the ' ſame purpoſe may be Interpreted thoſe 
many places concerning not only their Juſt, 
but Charitable, Humane, and Friendly de- 
portment towards all , eſpecially the Poor, 
the Widow, the Fatherleſs, Dent. xv. 12, &c. 
Yea, the ſtranger,and their very ſervants, Dent. 
XVi.11,12,0c. While it comes in ſooften in the 
cloſe, and as the ſtrongeſt enforcement of all, 
Thou ſhalt remember thou was a bond-man, or 4 


ſtranger 


F anger in the Land t.implying theirobli. 
vu ard 54s er hadnot,yet 
they could not but have! withe for;:and niight 
reaſonably have expacted tor have been done to 
them,and therefore ſo ſhould now do to others; 
nay this very confideration is exprelly annext 
to the fore-cited-Precept, of loving our Neigh-. 
bor asour ſelves, Levit..xix. 34. Alike may be 
applied that concerning helping an Enemy in 
his diſtreſs, Exod.” xxi1i. 4. Yea moſt in the 


beginning of'that Chapter, ſoalſo concerning 


notxejoycing athis calamity, Prov. xxiv..17. 
Yea rather multiplying benefits upon him. 
Prov. xxv.21. So the Plalmiſts appeal and 
profeffion, Pſal. vii.q. If Thave rewarded evil to 
him that was at peace with me; 8c. See alſo Feb. 
X1ij. 3. Remember them in bonds as bound with them, 
and them which ſuffer adverſity as your ſelves in the 
'body :-'To omit others in the New Teſtament, 
-where many things ſeem added;to return Good 
for Evil, Blefling, for Curſes; to love them 
that hate us, to be merciful and kind to all, 
even the unthankful ; leſs cannot, more may, 
be included, than what is here expreſt. 
. 2. Thelarge extent aſcribed to ſuch Comi- 
mands, eſpecially in the New Teſtament, 


-ſaitableto Jeers fees in my Text, Matth. ' 


xxXii, 36, &6c. in anſwerto that queſtion, 1ſhich 
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is the great Commandment of the Law? Our Lord re- 
plies,. firſt, Thou ſhalt love the Lord: thy God, &c. 
and the fecond is like unto it,” Thou ſhalt love 
thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, on theſe two Command- 
ments hang all the Law and the Prophets. So Mark 
X11, 30, Cc. ſuitably St. Paul, and more.cloſe 
to my Text, Gal. v. 14. For all the Law is ful- 
filled in one word, even in this, Thou ſhale love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf ; which St. James, c. ii» 8. g. 
calls the Royal Law, which fulfilling, we ſhall 
do well. Again others particularly are ſummed 
up in.ir, Rom. xiii. 9. After reckoning up the 
hve negative Precepts of the ſecond Table, 
he ſubjoins, If there be any other Commandment, it's 
briefly comprehended, or recapitulated in this ſaying, 
namely, Then ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf ; In 
the Verſe before, He that loveth another hath ful. 


filled the Law, inthe Verſe after, Love is the ful. 


filling of the Law. So our Lord ſeems to ſum 
up many in it, Matth. x1x. 18,19. 

. 3+ Other Precepts more remote ſeyerally 
involve the ſame ſence with this, whatever 
expreſſions of Juſtice, and Charity are pro- 
vided for in them ſingly, are here univerſally, 
and together , that is for inſtance, juſt Weights 
and Meaſures, am equal Ballance, that we 
have not an Ephah, and an Epbab, as the Hebrew 
phraſerh-the falſe and deceitful,one:to buy, and 
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(39) 
another to-{ell with, fo inall ether caſes moſt 
ſraightly forbid, asa plain intrenchmenrt upon 
this Rule, not doing as-we would be done-by. 
Soto. be true to ourttruſt, to ſpeakas odkinh 
and act as we ſpeak, todo violence tono man, 
to. defraud, defame, - or reproach . none, - to 
preſerve every ones dues, and.ſecure his right, 
what is it. butto keep cloſe. to this Rule? Alſo 
to find pity, and relief in our diſtreſs, and ex- 
rremity ; to have our wounds cloſed, and not 
widened , . our diſtractions compoſed, and nor 
heightned , our miſery.as much as may-be di- 
miniſhed, and our happineſs advanc'd, are 
every. ones choice for: himſelf, and ſa.more 
become his.Duty to others. It were eaſe to go 
through moſt Commands, take almoſt any-of 
them ſeverally, and conſider whar it is they in- 
join upon all, and bethink your ſelves whe- 
ther you would not choole it.rather. than the 
contrary ; in all caſes to receive your due, ofe 
over..and above, good will, and friendly al: 
fiſtance from all; and can. any thing be as 
more equal, ſo more deſirable ?- Wk 
- If there be any cale like an exemprion, ir 
feems that of ſevere, eſpecially capital puniſh- 
ments, which as they-are not:excluded. by all 
the Precepts of Chriſtian mercy, and compal- 
hon, which would be cruelty to the far greacer, 
as 


| | ( 31 P) 
as better part (and this muſt not as I aid, be in- 
rerpreted ro certainly vacate, and fruſtrate any 
other ;) ſo though he that ſuffers. may, pol: 
ſibly always deſire pardon, and think himſelf 
a5 ready univerſally to give.it: Yet he thatin- 
flicts ir, being under. leſs prejudice,” may con- 
cludethat were he in the ſame.caſe, he ought 
- not to expect it, and that where ſomany others 
are.concerned, by, this. Rule barely ,. ic can 
hardly be.in.his power always tagive it. +» 
4- In order tethe-enlargement of this Rule, 
and it's truly Religious, ,and Spiritual, as meer 
Moral worth, may be. conſidered. the ,refpect it 
| bears to, and the! influence it hath upon even 
the Dues of the Firſt Table ————_ tO- 
wards God, which though not directly, yer by 
ſome conſequence. may, be. included, or fup- 
poſed therein. This containsan univerſal Prin- 
ciple of Juſtice, and) Equity ; of-giving to, 
every one what belongs to him,is due and pro- 
per to-his ſtate , and..ſo may be applied. to all 
acts of Piety indiſpenſably dueto God, as fuch, 
without the Ks Blaſphemous preſumption 


.* ” 


of bur ſuppoſing our ſelves in his place. . Alſo 
the true. love of our Neighbour, which this 
ſappoſes,and expreſſes,mult be founded in,and 
can oaly;0e. preſerved, and- quickned by the 


crue love of 


od, which is the ſum of the farſt 
Table : 


hw all 


Table : But theſe I need not- purſue, nor- yet 
* Auguſtines Argument in the marter-in hajnd; 


. 3.De Tri- Qui proximmum diligit; ipſam diligit dileftoners, Deus 


ate b 8, Co7 » 


antem dile&io eſt, according to that, John i.4.,8,1 6: 
which eſpecially as improved by the School- 
men, would lead to ſomewhat too nice, or too 
myſtical for me. raT | 

In the mean while may be obſerved, the 
Scripture ſeems much more frequent , and 
pamal in ſtating the mutual Offices we ow 
each other in a&s conſequent on this. Rule, 
than the immediate outward exprefiions- of 
Devotion towards God , ſeldom expoſtulates 


the want of theſe, but che defect of- thoſe fill 


the Law, and the Prophets, and the Goſpels 
too with complaints. See the firſt of TJaiah 
throughout, and many more exhorting them 
roſhow the truth of their Religion, that Faith, 
that Fear, and Loveof God inadcsof Juſtice, 


and Mercy, rather than Pompous Oblations, 


or Adorations, of which among others may be 
conſulted,Prov.xxi.3..Fer. vii. 4, 5,@Cxxii.16. 
Hof. vi. 6. Mich. vi. 7, 8. Mark xii. 33. Soin 
the account which our Saviour gives of the 
proceedings of the laſt day, (Matth. xxv. lat- 
ter end) all the ſentences to the'good or bad, 
are proportioned tothe obſervance; - or breach 
fx FO A Lo Wo 7 oor. 
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- And as our famate doom; -fo;the ſucgels of -- 


8Y-, 


R 
% 


which maybe. obſervcd:che codmntioninh this 
Verſe ty the foregoing, in-chatit is, If ye being 


_ evil know how to give good gifts unto: your Children, 


hq much mare [hall your Father which 14 1n Blkaven, 


give geod things. to them. that.ask him} Thereforecall 


things, &c.. As if he ſhould ſay, there is nothing 


wanting to ſecure your petitions from'difag; ©** 


pointment, bur-your not anſwering other mens 
equal requeſts from you-: .God is. infinitely 


more good, and ſo more ready. to ſupply-you; 


than the moſt indulgent Parent his own Son. 
Buc if; you wa" God. ſhould fulfil your de- 
ſires, you mult. (if I may ſpeak'it wath revez 
rence) his. 'He is far removed in per{on, and 
can receive -nothing properly from you ; in 
part therefore transfers his right to his Crea- 
tures, for their neceſſary ſupport, and makes 
your dealing wich them,the ordinary Rule,and 
Meaſure of his Diſpenſacions to you, That this 
is no forc'd interpretation (inſiſted particularly 
on by St.Chryſoftom, on my Text) appears by 
other expreſs places ; our/Lords reflection apon 


his owa: prayer, Matth. vi. 14-45, Tf ye: fors 


give men their Treſpaſſes, your Heavenly Father will 
alſo forgive: you, 6c. and to.the lame poegnole 
WYwY = _ he 


-- 
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he denounces upon the omiſſion,” Ch.xviii. 35. 
In which alſo may be farther conſulted, 
Matth. vii. 1,2. Lukevi. 37, 38. Rom. il. 1,23. 
By which and diyers- like, he :ſhews how 
much he makes our ations dependant on 
this Rule, the ſquare of his -diſtributions, 
whether- of Juſtice, -or Mercy-; and that he 
meaſures chiefly our petformances even of 
Piery to himiſelf, and-mainly proportions our 
after-rewards, -and hopes from him T7 theſe 
like Offices, more than by other evendirecter 
and immediate outward expreſſions of 'De- 
votion to himſelf; 'which he ſeems {paring in 
requiring or commending ; cautious in ex- 
tending to their-utmoſt'bounds ; or cheriſhing 
every plauſible pretence- thereto, farther than 
= rongly guard, and miniſter Spiritual 


Life to the 'other ; knowing how oft 'we are 
miſtaken, how eaſily ſeduc'd out of the way, 
how ſoon tran{ported beyond our tine'in pre- 
tences to ſuch -raifed, and ſtill aſpiring Pal- 
ſions; and how unfit -ordinarily we are to 
_— and govern them, eſpecially in the 
higheft tranſports towards :fuch objects, ſo 
much aboye the level of Human ciroamſtan- 
ces : ithat when ſincere, but not the beſt 
grounded, oor guarded, yet rarelyare they un- 
mixt with ſome Allay of Saperſtition, or En- 


thuſiaſm. 


v 
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thuſiaſm. - But when heedleſly indulg'd, : and 
let looſe, ſoon paſs into the moſt Phrenſical ex- 
travagances. Wherefore the Scripture. ſeems 
to take more careto fence in, than miniſter fuel 
to thoſe however ſacred flames, and expreſſes 
moſtly our Dury to God in general.cerms, and 
inyard acts of -loving him with all your heart, 
fearing him, walking humbly with him, 8&c. . But 
Offices of Righteouſnels, and Charity fill every 
page, are more poſitive, punctual, and exprels ; 
the chicf ſubject matter of Laws reſpeCting us 
in ſociety, whercin we ſtand upon even terms 
one wa another ; and the effects of whichare 
preſently, and ſenſibly beneficial, the ſtay 
and ſupport of mankind ; the common con- 
veyancc of all the comforts of this Life, and 
the moſt advantageous opportunity of pro- 
viſion for the next, So though this Pre- 
cept ſeem literally, and moſt ſtriatho re- 
ſpect the Second Table only: Io hath ir ma- 
ny ſignatures,” and evidences of the completi- 
ON of the Firſt : The Bond of all Society,and 
neareſt Original. of all Juſtice, and Equuy : 
The grand'Pattern, andexemplar of all Laws, 
and Conſtitutions : The Epirome of our whole 
Duty: revealed, or innate : The Law, Pro- 
phets, and Coed in one : The end of the Com- 
mandments :The faireſt tranſctipe of the firſt, and 
a Ol F eVEr- 
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everlaſting Righteouſneſs : The moſt pertect. 
ummary of Gods will, and the exacteft mea- 
fure -of his. preſent, and after Diſpenſarions ; 


which may juſtly give it ſo high 4 Character in. 


the cloſe of my Text. This is the Law and the 
Prophets. , 
From whence we itnay , firſt , admire the 


moſt apparent Equity, andimparriality of the 


Divine Laws, that ſo unexceptionably,and uni- 
verſally as much as poſſible provide for-the 
good of all : God As one. common Parent 
producing all alike, ſo equally takes care of, 
and guards the Concerns of all; and made 
their happineſs run in the fame Channel, that 
one part might not rejoyce alone, nor be pur 
ro ſeek, nor hopeto find it apart from others : 
'Fhns forcing us into all amicable Society 
ſuppq{ed, and much ftrengthned by cheſs 
prime diftates of God and Nature : adding 
all the force of hisauthority and injun&tion to 
faſten our mutual dependences, and enlarge 


tne moſt diffuſive felicity. He has thus given 


every other man as ſure hold of, and as good 
an intereſt in you, as you in him ; and made 
your willingneſs to receive,an equal obligation 
in you to give, and fo may appeal to your 
own judgment, Are not my ways equal? 

fhews thathe is-noxeſpeter of perſons in what 
; he 
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the commands, no more than in what he di. 
'ftributes/--- - IL ITH, SY 5 #10 pv . 
\>:3, HeiE alſo we ought toadore the inflaite 
condeſcetifion'of ont great Law-giver ; thar 
not enly makes his own will,” but our will. our 
law; and ſhews how. tender he is'of ourgood, 
that he makes' out ewn delires the, frequent 
meaſure ok his Preceprs ; and” how far he de- 
lights in the welfare of his creatures, in that ke 
abridges them not the loving and doing good. 
to themſelves, but makes it the matter and: 
attern of their actions to others, and never ,z,%1ur-n 
Ends fault with the excels of the one , when 45:79; 


not perverted to obſtruct or vacate the other. -22ies mmi 
Als" T0 HAN 


He 1s. pleaſed you ſhould love your ſelt-as «7 yuiaw w 
much as you can, the more the berter, ſo you $27aw #58 
love your Neighbour as your ſelf. St. Chryſo- 


ſtom proving in us a natural knowledge of ininay + as 
good andevil, and that frommy Text, as be- Tg 7 
os , lubjoyns: this /exceHent* gloſs thereon, jp non 
There is no need of many words , long laws , or va- 2%, edway 
rious inſtruftions, let your own will be your Lay. ry hs 
lou would receive good, do good to another : you 7%: os, "on 
would find mercy, ſhew it to your Neighbour : you 7199 15mm" 
would be praiſed, praiſe others : you would be ic, 5 -y18 
loved, love.: you would enjoy preheminence , or ad- % 77%," 
vantages, be as forward to yield them firſt to others : oy 13. 4h 
Be you. thus your Fuds, and Lawgiver of your own ,,*; 5 
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_- Nothing may- 


or rranſpreſſion; thereof, than rq. 
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More. 1ngratiate unto 11s 
his moſt Divine and excellent Precepts, chan 
the conſideration how, ag.near as poſhble,they 
fo op to our own wiſhes, and defirenothing 
may 

cond 


more ſhame, and confound, conyi&, and 
emn' aJl obſtinate diſobedience thereto, 

conſider /jr 
2 £0. Our. ſely , As; God: 
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Fe, of 


and one-way, or other the nor doing: as we 
— would bedone unto, 1s 
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